From the Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Keith C. Alderman

What is a Day Worth?

As a Minister, | get to meet and talk with all sorts of people. | am privileged to see how various people
spend their time. Some folks tend to be busy all the time. | see others who seem to take a more relaxed
approach to their days. 1 know that for me, whether I possess a “Type A” or a “Type B” personality, it is
good to take a few moments now and again and examine just how it is that I am spending my life. When |
wake up in the morning, it is good to think: “What does it mean to be awake today? What does it mean to be
alive?” One motto helps me to keep a proper perspective. Although it has been stereotyped by numerous ad
agencies, it is important to realize that “Today is the first day of the rest of my life.” If changes for the good
are to be made, it is up to me to begin to make these changes, and the time to begin this work is today.

Whether We Realize it or Not,
There is Sanctity and Holiness in Our Daily Activities

Jesus once said, “The Kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed; nor will they say,
‘Look, here itis!” or "There itis!’ For, in fact, the Kingdom of God is in your midst”(Lk 17:20-21). Itis very
important to create spaces during the day when you can be alone with your soul and with God. God has
done something wonderful for us. He has not created his beauty and placed it in a far away and distant place
which is inaccessible to us. God has given us ample beauty here and now in our lives. The problem arises,
however, that sometimes the material world and our everyday needs tend to distract us from living
meaningfully. This is why it is so important to connect with God and your soul every morning, so that we
can be in touch with the source of our lives.

How Should We Spend Our Days?

Our days ought not to be either frenetic periods spent at the workplace or boring interludes spent between the
weekends. Each day contains great meaning. If we look for it, we can see that God places significance all
around us. For example, when we eat, we are not just satisfying our hunger, but we are giving our bodies
and souls the nourishment to help us become better people. When we conduct business, we are not just
earning a paycheck, but we may help the others we work with and serve by setting a good example. When
we visit family and friends, we should not just pass the time, but should also encourage and help them to
take advantage of their abilities and opportunities. Even sleep becomes an opportunity. Rather than a time
spent “doing nothing,” it is actually a much needed period to rejuvenate your body and soul, so that you
might rise refreshed to meet another day. Life is a gift, and for each of us, it is only given once. Psalm
90:12 tells us to “Teach us to use wisely all the time we have” (CEV). Use your days wisely, and God will
bless you with confidence, hope, and joy.

Faithfully,

Rev. Keith



Moderator’s Moment

April 24, 2012

We all have busy schedules and other priorities, but | think we need to put our church back up toward the
top. The priority may not necessarily be #1 (because God and family has to be #1), but at least #2.

| would also like everyone who is not on a committee to consider with prayer, joining one. We are having
our all church meeting next month and I'd like as many people as possible to be active in our church.
Every committee | have been on has been rewarding and | found myself growing more with Christ and our
church. | can guarantee it will be a rewarding experience. Please see someone from the council if you are
interested in becoming involved.

When we join any organization we promise to support it and be active. Why then do | see a lot of people
join the church one day and then never see or hear from them again? Did they join the church so that they
could say they belong to a church? Or, did they join so that they have some place to go back to if they

need spiritual help in the future?

Think about your relationship to Our Church and determine what you can do to be an active member, and
not just a number that we have to account for in UCC and N.L. Association dues. Take a look at the

"Church Visionary Actions" and see if there is something that you can work on to help Your Church.
We, you and |, make up the body of Our Church, not those other people.

God gave us Free Will. Jesus died in trying to show us the right way to use Free Will. Don't let all of this
be a waste. Be active and join in.

Faithfully yours,
Charlie Milhans
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Shoppes at our 'Spring in Bloom" Fair

May 12th - 8 am to 2 pm
Remember MOTHER'S DAY is May 13th.

Days Schedule:

7:30 am - Yard Sale will open out front- all are welcome,
Sally will have all the good stuff ready to greet you.

Head for the ramp and you'll find our Flower Shoppe,
Robin & Beth will help you pick out your annuals for the
season.

Come inside and See 'What is happening at Pilgrim
Congregational Church'

Every Half-hour starting at 8:30 am to 2 pm we will have a 'Door Prize
Drawing'.
You must be present to win. (We have gift cards, etc)

Start off with Brunch - Coffee, tea, donuts, etc.

1st you'll find our_ Sweet Shoppe, Cakes, Cookies, Fudge, Candies, sweets of all kinds, with Elaine
heading the operations.

Next you'll find our Gift Shoppe, Items you can give as a gift to yourself,
family or friends, with Karen making things run smoothly. @7& /f/ -y
d

Next you'll find our Cutlery Shoppe, Beautiful and useful kitchen cutlery,
with Debbie keeping everything sharp.

Then you find our Book Shoppe will have new, used, large, and small Books for Kids of all ages,
with Rob & Sharon keeping books dusted off.

Silent Auction Shoppe, New handcrafted items, Handmade Wooden Train, Gourmet Diner, Raffle
Ticket Tree, Scrap Booking basket, Wine Basket, A pair of Red Sox Tickets, large painting by LUAnn
Hume, 12 piece place setting of China, etc.




Re-Sale Shoppe has secondhand items, in good shape, GOOD JUNK CHEAP.

Jewelry Shoppe, you will be thrilled at what this table has in store for you.

Lunch the famous egg salad sandwiches among other goodies will be served.

Raffle Shoppe, Several beautiful Themed baskets, gift cards from local restaurants and
establishments. Homemade items, with plenty of Great surprises.

Thank You in advance for your help
XK XK XK XK XK 2K XK XK 2K XK XK XK

Growth Committee: (Penny Faul, Elaine Perreault, Rosemary Banda, Sally Hens, Natalie Stassen, Sue
Kristoff, Colette Vallee and Karen McNall) would like you to hold these dates for the Fall.

PROGRESSIVE DINNER

The Progressive Dinner is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, September 8, 2012. Mark your calendar and watch
for a sign up sheet on the Opportunity Table in Fellowship Hall after the fair. This need not be a firm commitment at
this time but an aid to Growth Committee in planning for the dinner. Any questions, speak to Natalie Stassen, Sue
Kristoff, or Karen McNall.

Rummage Sale

SAVE your unwanted clothes and gather those of kids and family members to contribute in SEPTEMBER for a
fundraising event on the 29" at the Johnny Appleseed Festival. Only clean, saleable items wanted! The sale will be
held in Fellowship Hall. We especially are looking for children's clothes. We will accept pocketbooks. We will NOT
accept Shoes or Bedding.

We will also be selling bottled water and juice boxes.
Growth Committee:

ELECTION NIGHT DINNER

Save the date — November 6, 2012. A fundraising dinner is planned for the second Tuesday. Pilgrim is located near
several polling places, making our facility a convenient place for warmth and nourishment of energized citizens.
Much help will be needed to make this a financial success. Look for more details in the future.



COFFEE HOUR

During the month of May, the Board
of Diaconate will be in charge of
Coffee Hours.

Coffee Hour

‘S

MISSIONS COMMITTEE NEWS

1. Mr. Bhatty was given a check for $1,800.00
for our sister church in Pakistan from the
Misssions Committee.

2. Blanket Sunday will be held during the month
of May.

Our spokesperson for the mission committee

will be Penny Alderman. More information will
follow in the weekly bulletins.

FOOD PANTRY

We are in need of brown paper
grocery bags. When you do your
grocery shopping, please ask for
PAPER BAGS, and bring them
into the office.

Pantry Needs

In the merry month of MAY, we
are suggesting you bring in donations of canned
vegetables and/or hearty soups

MIHN

The Montachusett Interfaith Hospitality Network, or
MIHN, is a North Central Massachusetts program that
houses families in transition as they seek permanent
housing. It is located on the second floor of 196
Mechanic St. in Leominster. The program currently
has 3 paid staff and is otherwise staffed by volunteers
from 9 area churches or ministries. Over the past year
these churches have included (from Fitchburg) First
Parish Unitarian, St. Bernard's at St. Camillus, St.

Anthony's, Christ Church, Together in Ministry,
United Parish (Lunenburg), and from Leominster,
Leominster United Methodist, Leominster Assembly
of God and Pilgrim Congregational Church. Beginning
in May, a new group called Therefore GO

Ministries has joined the Network and will volunteer
for the first time, bringing our rotations to every 10
weeks. MIHN volunteers called Office Angels help
staff the office. MIHN volunteers also help run series
of groups for MIHN families that focus on parenting,
finances, nutrition and most recently, tenancy

rights and responsibilities. The Network Director and
MIHN Board have been hard at work over the

past months in their efforts to bring new churches on
board. We hope to add 2 more to our number later this
year. The Director has been hard at work writing
grants that will add case management, volunteer
coordinator and mentoring coordinator paid staff over
the next few months. We look forward to the addition
of paid professionals, but it is truly amazing to witness
the power of volunteers at work.

The Volunteers from Pilgrim Congregational will next
host the families of MIHN over the Memorial Day
weekend, starting on Sunday, May 27th at 4 pm and
continuing through the week until Sunday, June 3rd at
4 pm. In addition to the meal, evening, overnight

and weekend volunteer opportunities that we normally
seek , we will also need to provide program coverage
for the entire day on May 29th, Memorial Day, this
year. Please keep an eye out for the volunteer sign up
sheets on the Opportunity table in Fellowship Hall
starting in May. If you are unable to volunteer on site
at the program, please consider taking a tag from our
MIHN bulletin board and purchasing non perishable
supplies. For further questions about MIHN, contact
Cherie Rivera or Karen McNall. As many of you
know, our co-coordinator, Bonnie Hathaway, has been
in North Dakota caring for her mother and father.
Please continue to keep them in your thoughts and
prayers.

Thank-you to our Pilgrim Church family for your
generous and ongoing support for the families of
MIHN by way of your time, talents, resources and
yourselves.



MORE MIHN NEWS.

On Saturday, April 14, Mary Consalvo, Eva Kelly,
Beth Lyle, Karen McNall, and Bev Stone represented
Pilgrim Church volunteers at the MIHN Appreciation
Dinner at the United Methodist Church. A delicious
dinner donated by local restaurants was enjoyed by
many volunteers and all of the present MIHN guests.
Certificates of appreciation and a bouquet of flowers
were presented to representatives from each of the nine
host churches. Eva was honored for her contribution
of training for the host families. It was announced that
one or two new churches will be joining the network of
churches hosting MIHN.

Tk,
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FROM OUR
MAILBOX:

Dear Keith, Penny, and my
Church family,

Thank you so much for the beautiful cards, prayers and
e-mails. God is giving me the strength to provide my
mother with care at home. The Hospice program has
been exceptional and also a wonderful support for our
family.

Sincerely,

Bonnie Hathaway

To the Pilgrim Congregational Church and the Board
of Deacons —

Thank you so much for your prayers and words
of encouragement during my recent heart surgery. All
came out well but the surgeon noted that | was
“running on empty” so I’m sure your thoughts and
prayers made the difference!

I understand now why Keith and Penny always
talk about what a great place Pilgrim Churchis. You
truly have God in your hearts and actions and it shows!

Many, many thanks again. ClIiff Alderman

Rev. Alderman,

I am very grateful to you for your
understanding and willingness to be open to my
requests. It really made a difference.

Thank you, and Peace be with you.
Lorraine Taylor

Dear Pilgrim Family,
Thank you so much for all your cards and

prayers.

We are so blessed to have such great friends.
Thank you also for the beautiful Peace Plant.

May

Joe and Sally Brown and Bria

BIRTHDAYS

5/1 Stanley Gordon

52 Rebecca Paquette

5/3 Sandra Taralli

5/4 Kathy Lally

5/5 Brenda Kenney
Eric Kristoff
Anthony Piltzecker

5/6 Harriet Edson
Ruth Rooney

517 April Firmin
Mary Samia

5/10 | Ann Douglas

5/11 Kathy Cunningham

5/12 John Foster
Nancy Hicks

5/14 Mark Arena

5/15 Robert Brown
Jillian McDowvell
Russell Wass

5/17 Marcia Furtado

5/20 Rob Romick

5/21 Gordon Graham

522 Irene Barry
Dorothy Koski

5/23 Deb Peretti

5/24 | Butch Ojala

5/26 Al Faul

5127 Christine Roy
Rod Schaffter

5/30 | John MacDonald

5/31 Bonnie Hathaway




Christiar) Education News

SPARK

A word from the director

Spring has sprung, recoiled and sprung again.

May is a time of milestones in our church. On May 6th the fourth graders will be making their first
communion. They have spent the year gaining a greater appreciation of what it means to be a
Christian and we look forwarded to them joining us for worship occasionally as they continue to
mature in their faith. May |3th we will celebrate mothers day with the Baptisms of four young
people of our congregation. Please join us as we dedicate their lives to Christ. On May 20th we
will celebrate the milestone of confirmation. At this time eight young people will confirm their

baptism and join our church as members.

Please join us for all of these milestones as our church celebrates a shared love of the Lord.

What is your talent?

Once again | am looking for Teachers for
another year. We have a wonderful curriculum
that is easy to use and changes the focus of the
lesson to suit where the children are
developmentally. So if you want to play with
the stories of the Bible and act them out, you
would be welcomed in the PreK class. If you
want to talk about the meaning of the story you
would be a great fit for the lower elementary
class. We refer to our first communion class as
Bible 101. They really work on Bible skills and
putting all the stories they have heard in
context of where it fits in the big story. Our 5th
and 6th graders focus on discussing how the
stories of the Bible inform their choices
everyday. If you want to explore the big
questions, like who wrote the Bible and Can |
be a Christian and still believe in Evolution, you
would have a blast with the 7th and 8th
graders. Finally, if you want to explore the
history of Christianity and what it means to be
a Christian then our confirmands would
welcome you.

Volunteers are needed to teach and assist with
classes, workshops and events throughout the
year. Please prayerfully consider how you can
best share your talents and blessings with the
children and talk to Natalie.

Christians as Servants

We are really hoping to do more service projects
with all ages if you have a project in mind that
can be pulled off with little hands I would love to
hear it.

Confirmation Class

Thank you to the confirmation class for
sponsoring our April dish to pass brunch.

Summern Children Chunrch

Please sign-up for a Sunday this Summer to lead
the Children in Worship. All materials will be
provided.




DO YOU KNOW.....Caroline Rapgnola??? by Bonnie Clifton

You've seen her as a new face in our choir who stayed
and joined us to become a wonderful addition to our
church family! | noticed her right away when she
appeared in the choir and now | know how that
happened. Caroline was at a crossroad in her life where
she had lost everything - her job, her relationship and
her home. She knew it was time to get her life in order
and knew that started with her faith. She started visiting
churches in the area and after several misses, she came
to our church. She spotted Sandra DeRienzo and
sought her out after the service. She shared with
Sandra that she sang in the school chorus, and Sandra
being the shy reserved person we all know her to be
(NOT), took her to meet Lucille and, as we say, the rest
Is history!

Caroline is a single parent of a (now) grown daughter. Caroline was born in Pisa, Italy and
came to the states as an infant where she grew up in Watertown, then lived in Waltham to
the age of 14 and finally Stowe, where she graduated from high school. She went on to
college in Manchester at Notre Dame. She was studying music education and a year and
half into college, had her daughter. She went on the get an Associate’s and one-half of her
Bachelor’'s in Human Services. She is looking to continue her education and perhaps
explore being a paralegal or work in criminal justice. She basically raised her daughter on
her own, all the time continuing her education. You've got to admire that!!!

She ended up in Leominster when she was seeing someone and felt her daughter needed
more activities socially and athletically. She currently works at WalGreens, but is looking
for office work. If anyone is looking for a hardworker, she's your girl!l. She has a lot of
energy and determination and has been a wonderful addition to our church family!



High School and

College
Graduates

High School and
College
graduates: if you
are graduating

) this year, your
We're Proud of You! churen eimity
would love to know of your plans for the future.
Please forward your plans for the fall and future to
me by May 21st so that the information may appear

in the June “Messenger” and in the Sunday bulletin.
Thanks! Penny Alderman

BAPTISMS

On Sunday, April
15, the following
young people

- s A received the

apt&gmgt“' Sacrament of
this month Barus™

Benjamin Joffrion, Lucia Joffrion, and
Samuel Stassen

A

On Sunday, April 29th, two other young people
received the Sacrament of Baptism. They are:

The month of April was a

Several new members
joined our church family,
Members and we are happy to have
them as members of the
Join church family. New
members are:

Sharon Ann Frechette, Melanie Lynne Piltzecker,
Anthony Paul Piltzecker, Michelle Lynn
Rightmyer, Brian Peter Rightmyer, and Daniel
Simmons, Jr. Please help our new friends feel at
home, and introduce or re-introduce yourself to
them.

month of joy for us at PCC.

NEW ADDRESS

Carol Whittier has now moved to an apartment in
Baldwinville, and would appreciate hearing from
you. Her address and phone number are:

99 Bridge Street
Apt. 7C
Baldwinville, MA 01436
978-939-8619

*hkkkhkkkikik

F+ Card Fundrai

SCRIP/HANNAFORD FUNDRAISER

With Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, graduations,
confirmation, weddings very quickly approaching,
perhaps you’d like to order some gift cards from
either SCRIP or Hannaford. Order forms for both
are in Fellowship Hall. A reminder you do not pay
extra for these cards - if you want a $25 gift card,
that is what you pay Pilgrim Church. However,
depending on the vendor, we may receive 2% or
8% or whatever of that $25. For more information,
please see Mary Mullahy, Peter Hauge or Penny
Alderman.

NEXT ORDER DEADL4MENnday May 13



Board of Deacons

DEACONS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY

May 6 Deacon Bonnie Clifton

Communion servers: Sandra DeRienzo, Deb Walker,

Charlie Milhans, Shaqgim Walker, Mike Palis and
Sandra

May 13 Deacon Evelyn Jiménez

May 20 Deacon Deb Walker

May 27 Deacon Dave Toohey

SPECIAL DATES at Pilgrim Congregational
Church

Sunday, May 6 - First Communion

Saturday, May 12 - Spring in Bloom Fair
Sunday, May 13 - Mother’s Day, Paquette and
Joffrion Baptisms

Saturday, May 19 - Confirmation Dinner
Sunday, May 20 - Confirmation, Recognition of
Senior and Bell Choir

Sunday, May 27 - Pentecost Sunday/Service of
Remembrance

Prayeros

Prayer lays hold
of God’s plan and
becomes the link
between his will and its
accomplishment on
earth. Amazing things
happen, and we are given the privilege of being the
channels of the Holy Spirit’s prayer.

—Elisabeth Elliot

p o
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE

AMESSENGERO

Pilgrim Congregational Church invites
members and friends to advertise your
business in our monthly newsletter. The
cost is $25.00 per calendar quarter.
Simply submit a business card or
equivalent-size notice to the church office,
along with payment, for however many
guarters youob6d Ii ke
wonderful opportunity to promote your
business while contributing financially to

t he ¢ hoperatidn®d $Ve thank Dan
Piper foradvertising 1in

PIPER ELECTRICAL CO.

Est. 1929
COMPLETE INDUSTRIAL SERVICE

186 Main St., P.O. Box 1246 Tel: (978)537-3520

Leominster, MA 01453 Fax: (978) 840-1112

Toll Free: 1-800-498-3520

MA Lic. #A16512 NH Lic. #4330 ME Lic. #MS60018000




The Ascension challenge

Ever wonder what it might have been like to
be a disciple when Jesus ascended into heaven? He
gave them the monumental task of making disciples
of all the world. Plus, they’d have to do it without
relying on Jesus’ physical presence, as they had
until then. Were the disciples overwhelmed,
uncertain, afraid?

Maybe, yet they went on to spread the
gospel throughout the world nonetheless. They
rose to the challenge because they fixed their gaze
above as they watched Jesus disappear into the
clouds.

When we follow that example, offering
ourselves as willing servants and keeping our eyes
trained on Jesus instead of our circumstances,
there’s no limit to what God can accomplish
through us.

**kx

Memorial Day reflection

We who are left, how shall we look again
Happily on the sun or feel the rain
Without remembering how they who went
Ungrudgingly and spent
Their lives for us loved, too, the sun and
rain?
—Wilfred Wilson Gibson

Special dates

 National Day of Prayer, May 3, 2012

e Christian Family Week, May 6-13, 2012
e Mother’s Day, May 13, 2012

e Ascension of the Lord, May 17, 2012

e Armed Forces Day, May 19, 2012

« Victoria Day (Canada), May 21, 2012

e Pentecost, May 27, 2012

e Memorial Day, May 28, 2012

*kk

* “The Holy Scriptures ... are nothing less than the
ongoing Pentecost miracle.”
—Martin Kahler

¢ “The phrase ‘working mother’ is redundant.”
—]Jane Sellman

e “The heart of a mother is a deep abyss at the
bottom of which you will always find forgiveness.”
—Honoré de Balzac

 “Courage does not always roar. Sometimes
courage is the quiet voice at the end of the day
saying, ‘I will try again tomorrow.”

—Mary Anne Radmacher

*kk

+ Christian Symbols +

Tongues of Fire

Reminiscent of the
Pentecost account in Acts 2,
when “tongues of fire” rested
on the disciples’ heads as the
Holy Spirit birthed the church,
images of flame symbolize the
Spirit. Sometimes a tongue of
fire is paired with a dove and
set on a red background — other symbols of the
Holy Spirit. Fire may also indicate spiritual fervor
and zeal in a Christian’s life.

**k*k

Someday

“Someday” is a snake whose tongue has
mastered the talk of deception. “Someday,” it hisses,
“I'll take her on that cruise ... we’ll have time to sit
and chat...”

But you know the truth before I even write
it, don’t you? Someday never comes! Wise up!
Invest the time. Send the flowers. Write the letter.
Make the apology. Take the trip. Purchase the gift.
Do it! The seized opportunity brings joy — the
neglected one brings only regret!

—Max Lucado, And the Angels Were Silent

*kk
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True love

After being a team for six years, minimally
sighted Graham Waspe and his guide dog Edward
suffered the loss of Edward’s vision. Very soon,
Graham received a new guide dog, Opal, but he
didn’t give away Edward. Instead, Opal now leads
them both — and they all share strong bonds of
love.

Does God love us for the ways we serve him?
When we can no longer carry out the tasks we've
long done, will God love or approve of us less? We
seem to believe so, judging by how we keep track of
our good works and those of others.

But God loves us for who we are — his
children. Our deeds of service show our love for
God in return; they don’t earn his love. When we
become sick or disabled, God doesn’t count us
worthless and dispose of us. He keeps loving us and
brings others near to serve not only him but us, as
well. Like the retired guide dog, may we rest in that
loving care.

**kx

How will they know?

A well-known 1960s song by Peter Scholtes
answers an implied question: How will others know
we're Jesus’ disciples? Not by how we understand
family values. Not by our politics or theology. Not
by how many Bible verses we've memorized, how
often we attend church or how much offering we
give.

Rather, the song’s title and refrain say it all:
“They’ll know we are Christians by our love.” Jesus
put it this way: “Everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35,
NIV).

Sometimes love involves words — teaching,
proclaiming, bearing witness to God’s presence. But
if words aren’t backed by actions, they soon fall flat.
We can, as the song says, “spread the news that God
is in our land.” But if we don’t live like that, no one
will believe it.

When we declare God’s reality but withhold
kindness from neighbors, observers rightly
question whether we follow the God whose

presence we announce. But “if we love one another,
God lives in us and his love is made complete in us”
(1 John 4:12).

*k*k

Acts of God

Unexpected “flash mob” musical
performances have sprung up in public places such
as airports and malls. Philadelphia’s 600-member
Opera Company scattered among Macy’s crowds
and broke out in the “Hallelujah Chorus.” A
university choir did the same at a Fargo, North
Dakota, food court. Groups have also performed
impromptu performances of “Silent Night,”
“Amazing Grace” and well-known secular songs.

These events have been called random acts
of culture, but they might better be called
purposeful acts of God. Through music, we can
praise God anywhere. Whenever Christ’s disciples
move beyond church buildings and Christian
gatherings to share the gospel, God is surely at
work.

*k*k

Thanks, M om

Dad came home to find toys all over the
living room, dirty dishes stacked in the sink, clothes
piled in the laundry room, beds unmade and kids
still in their pajamas. The house was a wreck, like
nothing he’d seen before.

Worried, Dad rushed upstairs to find Mom
reading a book in bed.

“Are you okay?” he asked. “What happened?”

“You know how you always ask what [ do all
day?” Mom replied. “Well, today I decided not to do
it.”

kksk
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Achieving success

When Ralph Waldo Emerson reflected on
true success, he didn’t mention fame, fortune or
social status. Ponder his thoughts — and your own
definition of success:

“To laugh often and much; to win the respect
of intelligent people and the affection of children; to
earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure
the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty;
to find the best in others; to leave the world a bit
better whether by a healthy child, a redeemed
social condition or a job well done; to know even
one other life has breathed because you lived —
this is to have succeeded.”

**kx

Unanswered prayer

When prayers go unanswered, we may ask if
God hears. Is he listening? Is he even there? If he
hears, why is he silent? Does he really love me?
Does he care?

We may ask such questions in moments of
desperation and discouragement. But let us
consider an alternative possibility, a truth
supported throughout Scripture: No prayer goes
unanswered.

As William Arthur said, “To someone who
prays in faith, unanswered prayers are simply the
evidence that the answer is much closer.”

**k*

Wherever you go

Graduations bring a commencement, or
beginning, of new things.

In 1990, Dr. Seuss published Oh, the Places
You'll Go! This popular graduation gift tells in Seuss’
inimitable style of all life’s possible ups and downs,
twists and turns. There will surely be excitement
and slumps, fun and loneliness, purpose and
confusion. And, yes, fear: “There are some [things],
down the road between hither and yon, that can
scare you so much you won’t want to go on.”

The sheer determination of the storybook’s
life-traveler moves him beyond trouble and fear.
But God’s children don’t have to go it alone. Life
cannot take us anywhere God hasn’t been first.

Furthermore, he walks beside us on every winding
path and around every corner.

Graduates — and all Christians — can trust
in the promise of Joshua 1:9 (NIV): “Be strong and
courageous ... for the LORD your God will be with
you wherever you go.”

Bible Quiz

Which of the
following is an accurate
mother-child match from
Scripture?

A. Lois and Eunice

B. Rebekah and
Joseph

C. Eve and Isaac
D. Hannah and Eli

Answer: A (See 2 Timothy 1:5.)

**k*

In -carnation

The official flower of Mother’s Day is the
carnation, the favorite flower of the mom of the
holiday’s founder, Anna Jarvis. Over time, the
custom arose of wearing a white carnation on
Mother’s Day if your mother has died and a red one
if she’s living.

In fact, many carnation colors have special
meanings. Pink carries the richest Christian
symbolism. According to legend, carnations first
appeared on earth as Mary wept while watching
Jesus carry his cross. Where her tears fell, there
appeared pink carnations, symbolizing a mother’s
undying love.

According to one theory, the English word
for carnation comes from carnis, Latin for flesh.
From the same root comes incarnation, God’s
coming to earth in flesh. Thus, carnations remind us
of our loving mothers as well as our loving Savior.
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Womendés Book Bash
May 27, 2012

Assummer beckonswe will read abouthe unusual friendshipndrelationship between two young people from
very different backgroundsThe novel/ | f S 6 Q & by/Gét@diné Brooksvas inspired by a true story and
brilliantly captures the triumphs and turmoil of two brave, openhearted spirits who risk everything in a search for
knowledge at a time of superstition and ignorancel f S 6 Q & isdertélh to &voké feelings and questions that
will add to an intereshg discussion.

We will meet at the home ot olette Vallee, 114 Turnpike Road, Westmingi®Afrom 6:30 to 8:30 orMay 27,
2012 to shareour thoughts and feelings with other women of the church. Call Beth Lyle a883#8964 if you have
any questions oneed a ride.

Calebds Crossing
By Geraldine Brooks

Once againRulitzer Prize winning authd@eraldine Brooks takes a remarkable shard of history and brings it to vivithlife.
1665, a young man from Martha's Vineyard became the first Native American to graduate from Harvard Cgltagéhis
slenderfact, Brooks has createdfascinatingale of love and faith, magic and adventure.

The narrator ofCaleb's Crossinig BethiaMayfield, growing up in the tiny settlement of Great Harbor amid a small band of
pioneers and Puritans. Restless and curious, she yearns after an education that is closed to hgebgédreAs often as she
can, she slips away to explore the islandistgning beaches and observe its native Wampanoag inhabitants. At twelve, she
encounters Caleb, the young son of a chieftain, and the two forge a tentative secret friendship that draws each inta the ali
world of the other. Bethia's minister father trig to convert the Wampanoag, awakening the wrath of the tribe's shaman,
against whose magic he must test his own beli€@se of his projects becomes the education of Caleb, and a year later, Cale
is in Cambridge, studying Latin and Greek among the @leliie. There, Bethia finds herself reluctantly indentured as a
housekeeper and can closely observe Caleb's crossing of cultures.

Bethia proves an emotionally irresistible guide to the wilds of Martha's Vineyard and the intimate spaces of the human he:
(From the pulisher)

Summer Read Ahead:

e The Pillars of the Earthy Ken Follett (for Sept.)
e Lone Wolby Jodi Picoult

e The Dovekeepetsy Alice Hoffman

e Hunger Gameby Suzanne Collins

e Happiness Projedty Gretchen Rubin



OThe Gentle Gardenero

I'd like to sow the barren spots
with all the flowers of earth,
To leave a path where those who come
should find but gentle mirth;
And when at last I'm called upon
to join the heavenly throng
I'd like to feel along my way
I'd left no sign of wrong.
—Edgar A. Guest




